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Hardee Soil and Water Conservation District

316 North 7" Avenue, Suite 101
Wauchula, Fl. 33873
Office - 863)773-9644
Fax - 863)773-5757
martha.rowan@hardeecounty.net

Mission Statement:

To provide leadership with the objective to help people
conserve, improve, and sustain the natural resources
and environment of Hardee County, Florida.

Board of Supervisors

Chairman — Charles Matheny
Vice-chairman - Larry Davis
Treasurer — John Platt
Supervisor — Steve Johnson
Supervisor — Cindy Weinstein

316 North 7t Avenue, Suite 101
Wauchula, Fl. 33873
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Introduction

The Hardee Soil and Water Conservation District was organized in 1944 gs a
Governmental Subdivision of the State of Florida, Governed by Florida Statutes, Chapter

» t0 allow local Districts to develop and carry out & program of
conservation for Florida's soil and water resources.

The Conservation District was established by local initiative. It is governed by five
supervisors elected at the General Primary Election, who serve without pay. The District

is much more that a governmental entity: civic mined individuals direct it with local grass
roots interest in resource conservation.

Agriculture plays a major role in Hardee County’s Economy. The District's agricultural
program currently includes the conservation planning and application, efficient irrigation

water management, animal waste management, wildlife management, and soi! erosion
control,

Through the years, the District has also taken an active interost in natural resource

planning and environmental issues other than agriculture, but very important to an
urbanizing Wardee County, such as;

Soil Survey use and application in land use planning,
Wetland identification and use,

Environmental education.
Development of soil potentials and their application
for specific land uses,

5. Public information through newsletter, presentations,
workshops and media,
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A close working relationéhip exists betwsen the district and the United States Department
of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). Through a formal
Memorandum of Understanding, the NRCS staffs a District Conservationist who

provides local guidance and assistance for NRCS programs and provides additional
technical staff,

The Dis'trict Supervisors have set forth the following long-range objectives based on the
total soil and water needs of the county. The objectives are based upon the desire to
make Hardee County a better place in which to live, to work and to enjoy life.
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Soil and Water Conservation Needs

Projected population growth in Hardee County will result in tremendous pressures on the
land and water resources. The Hardee Soil and Water Conservation District will continue
to emphasize the careful use of the soil and water resources through conservation
planning and application. Meeting the conservation needs of Hardee County will require
solutions which are economically, socially, and environmentally feasible.

We will continue to encourage the public to participate in identifying conservation needs

as more participation will be needed to implement this plan and a well balanced soil and
water conservation program.

Each year, many acres of agricultural land ere converted to other non-agricultural uses.
The majority of this has come from unimproved rangeland and woodland. However,
there is a need to encourage the protection and preservation of valuable and unique
farmlands in the district. It is important that attention is given to agricultural producers to
conserve and protect soil and water resources while encouraging high levels of crop
production. Emphasis will be placed on the importance of local agriculture to the
economy of Hardee County and the State of Florida. ;

A. Water Quality and Quantity

1. Irrigation/Water management
The efficient use of irrigation water will be promoted within the District.
Irrigation system reorganization to achieve higher efficiency, resources recovery
and reuse, and irrigation water management will be needed to conserve valuable
water,

2, Water Control Systems
Improvements of existing agriculture drainage systems are needed to promote
increased crop production. They are also necessary to meet surface water control
standards established by regulatory agencies. Provisions must also be made for
the protection of wetlands within the design of water control systems.



Agricultural Land and Water Resources

Goal Number 1: Keep soil erosion losses and off-

site sediment damage at low
levels in Hardee County.

Strategy: A. Support the continued application of soil conserving

practices on Hardee County's agricultural land,

B. Help implements TMDL (Total Maximum Daily Load) EPA
Clean Water Act) program requirements,

C. Participate in plant materials center field testing program
with the soil conservation service.

Goal Number 2: Improve delivery of technical and financial assistance programs
to Hardee County farmers.

Strategy: A. Continue to support Hardee County Cooperative Extension
Service, Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, and Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services, and other State and
Local Agencies which provide direct services to Hardee

County farmers, Encourage adequate staffing and funding
for the above.

B. Working with local farmers to obtain state permitting,
and land conservation technical assistance,

Goal Number 3: Conserve Irrigation Water.

Strategy: A. Encourage water conservation by emphasizing low volume

emitter irrigation systems for citrus, closed practical and
provided assistance in developing an irrigation water
management plan conveyance

trickle systems for pasture and row crops where for each
irrigation system,

B. Working to promote MI labs for improvement of irrigation
efficiencies,

Goal Number 4: Improve Water Quality
Strategy: A. Work with landowners to improve water quality through
conservation planning, proper natural resources management,

and BMP implementation through non-regulatory, incentive-
based programs,
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B. Work with the FOACS, WMDS, adjacent SWCD’s, and
other to implement the TMDL (EPA-Clean Water Act)

water quality improvement program on public and privately
owned lands in Hardee County.

Goal Number 5: Orderly Development

Strategy A. Review impact statements and development plans on

projects effecting the resource base or environment of the
Hardee District and respond appropriately.

B. To improve quantity and quality of the forages produced on
pasture and rangeland, while practicing soil and water
conservation measures. Assisting ranchers with forage and

rangeland improvements, with increased caring campasitet
improve wildlife habitat.

C. Promote the installation, operation, and maintenance of
animal waste management systems as needed to reduce non-
point source pollution on local dairy, beef, swine, and
poultry producing operations, :

D. Wildlife values through habitat management need to be
retained and improved on agriculture lands. Wetlands will
be protected as they provide an important component of
wildlife habitat, The endangered and threatened species of

Hardee County will be protected as to enhance habitat for
their survival.

E. Soil erosion resulting from wind and water forces shall be
Minimized for increased crop production and problems
Associated with soil erosion, such as sedimentation and water
pollution.

F. The Hardee SWCD will assist state agencies in the

management of state owned property through conservation
planning, implementation, and management services,

Goal Number 6. Continue to strongly emphasize the need to use the Hardee
County soil survey in land use planning and developing.

Strategy: A. Formally participate in the county subdivision and site plan
review process.

Goal Number 7: Control soil erosion and offsite sediment damages from land
development activities in Hardee County.



Strategy: A. Explore need for Hardee County soil erosion and sediment
control ordinance. Implement if needed.

B. Work with plant materials center fie]d trails on eroding
construction sites when appropriate.

Goal Number 8: Conservation education and information

Strategy: A. Inform the public of soil and water conservation district

activities and concerns with news articles and other
available means.

B. Promote conservation education in the schools,

C. Sponsor contests, tours, and other activities that promote
conservation,

Goal Number 9: Reclamation of mined land

Stratégy: A. Cooperate with the phosphate industry and governmental
agencies in developing and implementing a program of
reclamation of mine lands in accordance with county
regulations.

Goal Number 10: Support programs aimed at conserving and increasing Hardee
County’s water resources.

Strategy: A. Reinforce Southwest Florida Water Management Distriot
and in the water conservation aspects of their programs.

Goal Number 11: Continue district operations planning

Strategy: A. Conduct annual, or as needed, local working group
meetings to outline district priorities and plans regarding
local conservation needs. Involve public agencies, private

organizations, and the general public in these planning
efforts.
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
betwean the
HARDEE SQIL CONSERVATIJN DISTRICY
o the
UNLTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ACRICULTURE

This Masorandum of Understanding is betwesn the Fardes Soil Conservation
District, State of Florids, hereinafter called the District, wnd the Umited
States Departmsnt of Agrioulture, hereinafter called the Department. It is
mwuwmuudmuunmwwmuamcrwm.
and replaces any Hemorandum of Understanding heretofore satered into betwesn
the District and the Departaat.,

£ OoF PURPOSE

The District has besn organised pursuant to the Soll Conservation Districts
Lui of 1937, Florida, Chapter 582, as a governmental subdiviasion of the State
as evidenced by 1ts certificats of due crganisaticn, a aoy of which 1s on Pile
in the Department., Ithprapudhmiuwiﬂzinitahomdmumhlh
pouers as suthorised by that lew, as ssended and supplemsnted.

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorised under the terws of varicus
mmmmmwuumpmwawmtamumworm
tanoe to farmerw, rachers, and landowners including 804l and water consearvation,
watauhbdprowuom MM rmtm,udmﬂlmdow
ment, & encompassing research, education, technical assistence, cost sharing
and credit. m-mpuwmmwummmwm
conservation districts in conserving and improving soll, water, vegetative,
vildlife, and ralated rescurces, and in reducing dasage by floods and ssdimentation,
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The District has adopted a reviesd progrom cutliming $n gaseral its
loagtime sodl and waber conssrvation and respurce-usa ahjestiven, a wopy of
which 4g attacbed. The Digtrled is sogaged in carrying oub this PrOgIEs
The Dlsirlet has available, or in the future way have, servioss, Pacllisies,
. und Pande fvom Pederel, Bhate, loew) and privabe pourees £or ugd in carrying

- on ity work. a .. ‘

Ths Dlatriat el the Depariasnt dave the comson objective of holpdng to
ing abont, t}w uwe of sach sure of Apriexiturs) and ollor land within the
Mt of 144 empubilithes and the trestennt of sach ore in sw0ordarpo with
1ts nsads fov protectlon and lmprovarsab. Cooperatien will be mitually

helpfud to the Dlelrlet end the Dopartwent 4 sohiewing Hile comon objsctive,
This Hesorandin of Uslerstanding astablished an enduring bants for waoh
cwopmratlon and avsletanct,
- Ao WHAT TMB DEPARIMINT WILL DO

The Baz:rm tmmt will pooperate with and amedst the mm&.ct .m earying
out its longhlme moll and wator commwrvation snd resource-use mgrm Sach
soglstanos 08 1s consimtent with the Dopartaent's statubery autherily asd
M,lable ﬁmmes will be provided through its various egenvies in accordange
with Departiont rogulabions. Gush asuisbanco will be made avallable through
Supplewamba {0 this .}mmmm of zmmmg, o other asprepriate mm.igr:-
mettba, developed betreen the Dlstrich and each agency of the Dapertmont
cooperatdng with the District.

Bo WHAT THE DISTRICT WILL DO

1o T_h‘e\:_:l}iutrict, wpon yequest or upon dts ow inltlative, will consult
with and xﬁéiga recomandations to deparimentel sgenclss carrying on conger-
vl e sl e Diptrdct, with respect to the development sod
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adindsirsddon of omssrvation cctivitles and the gvopeall Sagervation
protilem and wrk sdme of the Mistriet, o bowh offeelnate the paposs of
those scbivitden,

2o The Bistrict will prepave s aswal work plan o sevwy as a gulde
in earvying out ﬁas progswn dovdng the yoor sheed,

3o Whave the ald b be Juinlshed by the Bistelst to cwmwrs s} sparators
of land In gsyryisg oub SousH aa%i.m‘: and rogourooe-lige plens Iovnlwsy spalotunen
yrovided the Dlatelet by en egonoy of the Dopartinnt, the Matriot vl sater
inte agressmobs wlth thowo ownsrs ool oparators, fixing the roagponsiidiisies
of the parbles in cavvylng oub Wose plang. The fmﬁs ef puch agroswmts e
to ke aoueplable to the Deparbmendal agesiy dravolved, YWhare assistoine is
Medted tonmilbive typs sevvices, sulbebls $nforma) mrrengemeils rethor
than formad agrewente are epprogrlats,
| he The Ddstrisd will be responsitle fup detasdalag the kindy amomt
aad pplerity of work to be porfomsed by 4t on favug, ranches, md othar law,
and for scelng that the provigions of agresmsnte 1t ontsrs inte wilth owners
s operatora of 1and we carrled vit, ;
- 5. e Istrich !&!.11 provids eueh funds, psrzonsl seyrvlesy; and ranmm@
Ty tt 15 sble to obiain for caryying on ita worlte

Gs The Distried will wob charge for ssslatancs meds avallable by the
Dgpartment and w111 conduct i38 work in such mamar that coopersting land
ouners and opwretors, end the public seasrally will wilerstand mt ey
charges 1t may seke are mot £or that #ﬁﬂis’wm&o '

7o Within €0 days after the end of exth calendar year, the District
w1l gubalt th Mo Deparbuent of Agrieultare, roush the State fensarvationish
af the B6L1 Conseeyation Seyvice, an smual yeport on the Bistrict's sctivitios
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and ocomplishrents, ‘The Disdriet w111 send & wopy of 1te samad wepord o
euch oooperating Departmentel agency. fThe Piatrict wdll keap 148 resords in
- #aoh 2 way that the sgenoles of the Deparbmet cooperating with the District
nay obtaln sdequate information as to e Districh sotdvities by esemining
Phame recopds,. |

By The Bletrick will fnfom M1 cosparabing pgencles of the Deparbmeni
of any subsbadisl changes in its loagline progrom in ordes o aa%sﬁm Hipsible
miemdarstandings in carsying out the DMistelot's wodn,

Co 1T IS FURTAKR URDSRSTOOD

L. Agodgbancs suwplied bo the Metriet by a tepartmentol ageasy will
be Surnished in mmwwa with the spiney®s spplicobla sathordties amd polisias,

20 Ay amsisbantd in carvylng on efucatbonsl o farn fovoutey work vl
avellable to the Distelet by Dupartmentel agensies w1 be furnished in aoe
mﬁ_s‘zme »ith mmi;mg ar fubure sgyeements buetwsen the :}épmma or i%te
agenslon mnd Siate agemiéa.

3o This Mesorandum shall nob bo congtrusd to affect the Jurledietion of
the Felerel. Gaveroimnt, o any sgencies thereaf, over Federslly-ovosd Ll
wideh may 1de within the boundaries of the Datrict.

h’&' Departnantal sgungy wmml and faellities shall bo under the
sdiinlstrative Jurledietion of the Depsrbwontal agency davolved,

Bo Any equipmirt and materials made avallatde to the Msirict by
Departmantal sgencles shall be nidlized by the Metrict in sccordente with |
- agroanend mt&md.iate govermng thelr vse.

& Féz&egéﬁmﬂ, facilities and Himds avoilatde to the Districts from
State, loual md private sources thall be undar the odsindstrative Juorisdiction
of the District or of the coopsrating date or lssal amney.
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7. Neither Ui Departeens nor e Mstrles #hall be beund by any
onllzstlon in Vs Meemsrandun or any Supplament tuorols or other @propriate
ETdnEay uhileh Wil davolvs the egeaditure of fuds 40 exoess of e
anmmie m&e avallable to it, or for o parlod in picess of theh sathoriged
by daste

Sa AR vatters Mot may vewnire sdrlrdabrative wilon ve apmovel Yy
wy sgnsy of the Depmrtusnt will e handisd Brough the estahlished ndsinigs
tratlve pyocetires of that agemy ad of the Depadusnt.

P« Thly Heapranden ugy be modiiicd or teralasted &b sy blne by msbusl
tongant of the parbiss horeto w may Yo torminatad hj elther pardy slooe by
gving oluby (60) dayn' wotios in writding to the other,

MWe  Any Sepplestnbal Vsorandis of daderstaniing or other apwepriste
arrmmemw now in eflest betusen the Dlstriol ond an Byanny of the Deparks
went ehsdl reswain in .€‘a.‘L1 Torve zad effect, and shall be subjent o a1l of
the proviglons m}z. |

HABDER SULL CORBIRVATION DISTRICE

w AT

f&zari.m%n, Pistyiot Soverning Body
The sigalng of this I*%aaommﬁ of Understarding was authorlesd by a
resolution of ths DMatrich Govarning fedy edopted ob 2 mecking held on

September 21 o 17 gle

e L
i et ' £7 A

/Sberetary, Biytel Govarning Dody

Datet, September 21 s 19gk

UHTTED BIATED DEPARTMENT OF ASRUWLTIWE

By

Secretary of Agrimulbure
Dabas s 19 o
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Adoption

Recognlzing the Hardes Soll and Water Conservation District as a governmental
subdivislon of the Stats ol Florida, & body corporate and politic, organized In
accordance with the provislons of the Florida Soll Conssrvation Districts Act of 1937,
Chapter 18144, as amended by the Act of 1939, Chapter 19473, and as amended by
the Act of 1983, Chapter 28094, for the purposs, with the power, and subject to the
restriction set forth thereln, the supsrvisors hereby adopt this program.

Hardee Soll and Water Consarvation
Ristriot Adopted Board of Supervisors

| PRINT NAME SIGNATURE 7~ POSITION

P

Charles Mathany -t Chalrman
Fries / X’Z‘J )
Ao H

2
Larry Davls A T gy Vice-Chalrman
Jehn Platt ﬁw Treasurer

Steve Johnsar /

,%,/(wd Member
Clndy Weinstein Q;W%MM Member

)
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