
PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD 
REGULAR MEETING/PUBLIC HEARING 

April 26, 2012, 6:00 P.M. 
Hardee County Board of County Commissioners Board Room 

412 W. Orange Street, Courthouse Annex, Room 102, Wauchula, FL 33873 
 

MINUTES 

 

Planning and Zoning Board    Staff 
Ralph Arce, present     Kevin Denny, AICP, Planning/Develop. Director 
Roger Conley, Vice Chairman, present    present 
John Deer, present     Joshua Cheney, AICP, Planner III, present 
Shawna Lambert, present    BJ Haney, present 
Gordon Norris, present     West Palmer, Mining Coordinator, present 
Oscar Ortiz, present     Debra Butler, Permitting Specialist, present 
Mike S. Thompson, Chairperson, present 
Mark White, present     No News Media identified 
 

Chairman Thompson called the Regular Meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.; a quorum was present. 
 

Those in attendance pledged allegiance to the American Flag followed with prayer by Board 
Member Norris. 
 

The Board was advised that the Public Notice for the Regular Meeting/Public Hearing was 
published in The Herald-Advocate on 04/12/12 with Affidavit of Publication on file and that 
advertisements/public notices were properly posted. 
 

Chairman read the Planning and Zoning Board’s General Rules of Procedure located on Page 
Three of the Board’s Agenda. 
 

As a Notary Public Haney administered Oath to those wishing to offer testimony. 
 

MOTION by Norris, second by Board Member Conley to approve Minutes of 04/05/12 Regular 
Meeting/Public Hearing as printed and mailed. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Planning/Development Director Denny advised that Board Member Tomlinson had retired and 
the vacancy filled by Mark White. 
 

Denny welcomed White to the Board. 
 

Agenda No. 12-11 
 

Board was advised of a request from Sweetwater Groves LC by and through the Authorized 
Representative for approval of a Major Special Exception and Site Development Plan/Site 
Construction Plan, and approval of a Master Mining/Reclamation Plan for a project to be known 
as Sweetwater Borrow Pit for the excavation of a 14.6+/-acre borrow pit of the 120-acre-parcel 
zoned A-1 (Agriculture) in the Agriculture Future Land Use District. 
 

Denny explained: 
 --County does not have a ‘borrow pit’ ordinance; applicant was required to do a Master 
  Mining/Reclamation Plan; 
 --(Mining Coordinator) Palmer is working on a ‘borrow pit’ ordinance. 
 

Denny highlighted the Staff Report from the Planning Dept. and stated the overall proposed 
project meets or exceeds the County’s regulations, is compatible with the Hardee County 
Unified Land Development Code and the County’s Comprehensive Plan. 
 

Board reviewed the Staff Report for the Master Mining/Reclamation Plan. 
 

Denny entered the Planning Staff Report and the Mining Staff Report into the records; no 
objections presented. 
 

 



PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD   -02-               04/26/12 
MINUTES  
 

Inquiry was made and Bill Hartmann, Hunter Engineering, 213 E. Park Ave., Lake Wales, FL 
was sworn and explained how the sump area functions. 
 

Inquiry was made and Board was advised: 
 --depth of ‘borrow pit’, 10 ft; 
 --a soil analysis was done; 
 --Moffitt Rd. will be inspected by the County Engineer prior to commencing operations, 
 at intervals during operations, and at the end of operations; 
 --County has made a video of the road. 
  

Chairman called for public input; none received. 
 

MOTION by Board Member Lambert, second by Board Member Norris to recommend 
APPROVAL to the Board of County Commissioners of Agenda No. 12-11 for a Major Special 
Exception for a project to be known as Sweetwater Borrow Pit for the excavation of a 14.6+/-
acre borrow pit of the 120-acre-parcel zoned A-1 (Agriculture) in the Agriculture Future Land 
Use District based on the Staff Report, Staff’s recommendation for approval , recommended 
conditions, and based on the testimony presented, and the evidence received in the public 
hearing. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

MOTION by Lambert, second by Board Member Arce to recommend APPROVAL to the Board 
of County Commissioners of the Master Mining/Reclamation Plan for a project to be known as 
Sweetwater Borrow Pit  for the excavation and reclamation of a 14.6+/-acre borrow pit of the 
120-acre-parcel zoned A-1 (Agriculture) in the Agriculture Future Land Use District based on the 
Staff Report and Staff’s recommendation for approval,  and based on the testimony presented, 
and the evidence received in the public hearing. 
 

MOTION by Lambert second by Norris to APPROVE the Site Development Plan/Site 
Construction Plan for a project to be known as Sweetwater Borrow Pit for the excavation and 
reclamation of a 14.6+/-acre borrow pit of the 120-acre-parcel zoned A-1 Agriculture) in the 
Agriculture Future Land Use District based on the Staff Report, Staff’s recommendation for 
approval, recommended conditions, and based on the testimony presented, and the evidence 
received in the public hearing. 
 

The BoCC will hold a public hearing and receive a recommendation from the Planning/Zoning 
Board pertaining to the Major Special Exception and the Master Mining/Reclamation Plan on 
Thursday, May 03, 2012, 8:35.M. or as soon thereafter. 
 

Chairman distributed copies of Florida Statutes 286.0115--Access to local public officials; quasi-
judicial proceedings on local government land use matters . . .as it discusses ex parte 
communications; discussion followed. 
 

Denny mentioned that the County Attorney’s recommendation is that Board members do not 
discuss upcoming agenda items outside of the public hearing. 
 

An inquiry was made pertaining to demolition permit fees and Board was advised those fees are 
assessed and collected by the Building Dept. 
 

As information, Denny distributed copies of Section 8.03.01 of the County’s ULDC describing 
Planning/Zoning Board Functions, Power and Duties. 
 

Board was advised that pertaining to: 

• Development Order (DO) for CF Industries, Inc., South Pasture Mine Extension . . . 
there will be a public meeting with the Central Florida Regional Planning Council 
(CFRPC) at the County’s Civic Center, Wednesday, May 09, 2012, 10:00 a.m.; 
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• CF’s application for Major Special Exception (South Pasture Mine Extension) DO on 
an application for Development Approval for a Development of Regional Impact (DRI), 
Substantial Deviation and Master Mining/Reclamation Plan and Unit Plan there will be a 
Joint meeting with the Board of County Commissioners and P/Z Board on Thursday, 
June 28, 2012, 6:00 p.m. 

 

Denny advised that the P/D Department has received an application for a Major Special 
Exception (with Site Development Plan) for the (phased build out of a four million billion cubic 
foot) Liquefied Natural Gas storage facility planned to be located on the East side of Co Rd 663 
North, North of St Rd 62 and South of Hardee-Polk County Line. 
 

Board was advised next scheduled Regular Meeting/Public Hearing is Thursday, June 07, 2012, 
6:00 P.M.  
 

With no further business, Board adjourned at 6:45 P.M. 
 
 
___________________________________ 

B.J. Haney, Acting Recording Secretary 
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