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ARTICLE 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Text that is underlined is text to be added and text that is shown as strikeeut is to be removed.
Comments are provided for information and are not adopted as part of the Unified Land
Development Code text.

SECTION 1.01.00- TITLE=

This document shall be referred to as the "Unified Land Development Code of Hardee County"
and may be referred to herein as the Unified Land Development Code, Land Development Code,
this Code, the “Code—, the ULDC, or the LDC.

Comment: Language amended to reflect other potential title references for the
document.

SECTION 1.02.00: AUTHORITY: AND PURPOSE

This Unified Land Development Code is enacted pursuant to the requirements and authority of

Section 163.3202, Florida Statutes {thetecal-Goverament-ComprehensivePlanningand-tand
Development—Regulation—Act); and the general powers enumerated in Section 125, Florida

Statutes (County Government)_for the purpose of promoting the general health, safety, and
welfare of present and future inhabitants of Hardee County.

The Unified-Land Development Code is adopted to:

(A) Promote and protect. the public health, safety, and general welfare of the
residents and property owners of Hardee County;

(B) Implement the adopted Comprehensive Plan through a set of specific and detailed
land development provisions;

(C) Combine various County regulations and laws pertaining to the development of
land into one comprehensive Unified Land Development Code;

(D) Guide the future growth, development, and redevelopment of the County;

(E) Maintain and improve the quality of life in the County:

(F) Establish a development review process to ensure compliance with this Code and
consistency with the Comprehensive Plan; and
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(G) Provide that the needed public utilities and facilities are available concurrently
with the impact of development at a level of service established by the County.

Comment: Language amended to reference other sources of authority; Florida
Statute section title removed as it is not accurate; language added to address the
purpose of the Land Development Code.

SECTION 1.03.00 CONSISTENCY WITH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

The Unified Land Development Code shall be consistent with.and implement the adopted Hardee
County Comprehensive Plan. The Unified Land Development Code shall be amended as
necessary, by ordinance, to ensure consistency with the Hardee County Comprehensive Plan.

All requests for development order approval must comply with the Unified Land Development
Code, must further the adopted Comprehensive Plan, and shall be reviewed for consistency with
the goals, objectives, and policies contained within the elements of the adopted Comprehensive
Plan.

Comment: Section added to reflect the requirement the Unified Land Development
Code must be consistent with the adopted Comprehensive Plan.

SECTION 1.04.00- ~APPLICABILITY-
Comment: Section Title relocated from Section 1.03.00;
1.04.01- General aApplicability-
With the exceptions exemptions listed belew in Section 1.04.02, all development in

Hardee County shall be subject to the provisions of this Code, and no development shall
be undertaken without prior authorization pursuant to this Code.

No building, structure, or land shall hereafter be used or occupied, no land shall be altered
or developed, and no building, structure, or part thereof shall hereafter be erected,
constructed, reconstructed, located, moved, or structurally altered and no existing use,
new use, or change of use of any building, structure, or land, or part thereof, shall be
made or continued, except in conformity with the regulations specified for the zoning
district in which it is located, and in conformity with all other applicable provisions of this
Code. With the exceptions listed below, all development in Hardee County shall be
subject to the provisions of this Code, and no development shall be undertaken without
prior authorization pursuant to this Code.

Comment: Section relocated from Section 1.03.01; Language expanded to address
development meeting the requirements in the Code.
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1.04.02: Exeeptions: Exemptions

(A) Previously Issued Development Orders. A development project;-exceptiphosphate
minirg-with an approved site development plan or subdivision plat may proceed
under regulations in effect at the time of approval provided that:

(61) The development order has not expired at the time of adoption of this
Code or amendment thereto; and

(82) Development activity has begun orwill begin according to the time limits
under which the development was originally approved. If the
development order expires-or is otherwise invalidated, any further
development activity on  the development site will conform to the
requirements of this Code or amendment thereto.

(B) Previously Issued Development Permits. The provisions of this Code and any
amendments thereto shall not affect the validity of any lawfully issued and
effective development permit provided that:

(81) The development permit was issued prior to adoption of this Code and
development activity has begun or will begin within six months of the date
of issuance of the development permit; and

(62) Development activity continues without interruption until the
development is complete. If the development permit expires, any further
development will conform to the requirements of this Code or any
amendments thereto.

(C) Previously Submitted Application. A previously submitted application that has
been advertised for public hearing prior to February31-31996-the effective date
included in Section 1.09.00, may proceed under regulations in effect at the time
of application date.

(D) Phosphate Mining. Phosphate mining shall proceed as specified in Section-3-14-03
Article 13, Land Excavation and Mining Regulations. In addition, nothing herein
shall be assumed to prohibit the Board of County Commissioners from adjusting
the Mining Financial Fee Schedule for phosphate mining as deemed necessary.

Comment: Section relocated from Section 1.03.02; Term changed from Exceptions
to Exemptions; Date for previously submitted applications updated to reflect the
effective date in Section 1.09.00.
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Comment: Language deleted and updated language included as Section 1.07.00.

SECTION 1.05.00: INTERPRETATION:

The provisions of this Code will be held to be the minimum requirements adopted for the
promotion of the public health, safety, and welfare and to implement the Comprehensive Plan
of the Hardee County.

1.05.01 Generally

The interpretation and application of this Code<including all standards, criteria,
requirements, and provisions shall be considered as the minimum. requirements
necessary to protect the public health, safety, and welfare; shall be liberally construed in
favor of the County; and shall not be deemed to limit nor repeal any other powers granted
by State Statutes.

Comment: New Section added to address the interpretation of the Code.

1.05.02 Delegation of Authority

Whenever a provision appears requiring the head of a department or some other County
officer or employee to do.some act or perform some duty, it is to be construed to
authorize delegation. to professional-level subordinates to perform the required act or
duty unless the terms of the provision or section specify otherwise.

Comment: New Section added to address delegation of authority.

1.05.03 Responsibility for Interpretation

If any question arises concerning the application of Codes, performance standards,
definitions, development criteria, or any other provision of this Code, the Director of
Planning and Development, or their designee, shall be responsible for interpretation.
Responsibility shall not be construed to substitute for any rights or responsibilities
assigned to any commission, board, or official named in other Sections or Articles of this
Code. The Director of Planning and Development shall look to the Hardee County
Comprehensive Plan for guidance. Interpretation of the adopted Florida Building Codes
or any Hardee County building ordinance(s) shall be the responsibility of the Building
Official.
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Comment: New Section added to address responsibility for interpretation of the
Code.

1.05.04 Abrogation

This Code is not intended to repeal, abrogate, or interfere with any existing legally
enforceable easements, covenants, or restrictions duly recorded in the public records of
Hardee County. This Code is not intended to repeal any lawful approval by official County
action of any planned development, planned unit development, or subdivision.

Comment: New Section added to address abrogation.

1.05.05 Conflicts

Where the provisions of this Code conflict with the requirements of any other regulation
or provision of the law, whichever imposes the more restrictive provision shall apply.

Comment: New Section added to address Conflicts.

1.05.06 Rules of Interpretation

(A) Relationship to Specific/General Provisions.-More specific provisions of this Code
shall be followed in lieu of more general provis